219.   SARVODAU[-IX]
WHAT Is JUST?
We saw in the three preceding chapters that the generally accept-
ed principles of economics are invalid. If acted upon, they will make
individuals and nations unhappy. The poor will become poorer and the
rich richer; neither will be any the happier for it.
Economists do not take men's conduct into account but estimate
prosperity from the amount of wealth accumulated and so conclude that
the happiness of nations depends upon their wealth alone. Hence they
advocate greater accumulation of wealth through more and more work
in factories. In England and elsewhere factories have multiplied because
of the spread of these ideas. Large numbers of men leave their
farms and concentrate in cities. They give up the pure and fresh air of
the countryside and feel happy breathing the foul air of factories. As
a result, the nation grows weaker, and avarice and immorality in-
crease, and if someone suggests measures for eradicating vice, the so-
called wise men argue that vice cannot be eliminated, that the ignorant
cannot be educated all at once and that it is best to let things alone.
While advancing this argument, they forget that it is the rich who are
responsible for the immorality of the poor* The wretched workers slave
for them day and night so that they may be kept supplied with their
luxuries. They have not a moment to themselves for self-improvement.
Thinking about the rich, they also want to be rich. When they fail in
this, they become angry and resentful. They then forget themselves
[in their anger], and having failed to gather wealth by honest means,
turn in desperation to fraud, Both wealth and labour are thus wasted,
else they are utilized for promoting fraud.
Labour, in the real sense of the term, is that which produces useful
articles, Useful articles are those which support human life. Support-
ing human life means provision of food, clothing, etc., so as to enable
men to live a moral life and to do good while they live. For this pur-
pose, large-scale industrial undertakings would appear to be useless.
To seek to acquire wealth by establishing big factories is likely to lead to
sin. Many people amass wealth but few make good use of it. If the
making of money is likely to lead a nation to its destruction, that
money is useless. On the contrary, present-day capitalists are responsible
for widespread and unjust wars, Most of the wars of our times spring
from greed for money.
We hear people say that it is impossible to educate others so as to
improve them, and the best course would be to live as well as one could